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Keeping the Women

By Nuala Reilly

In the hot and hazy summer of 

1981 Jeanie dreamed of living the 

life of a vivacious teenager, like 

the ones she saw on television.  

Perfect family, trail of boys 

fawning over her and an invite to 

all the coolest parties in town.  

Unfortunately, being shy made it 

difficult and all she could see laid 

out before her was the unremark-

able life of the ‘good girl’, sadly, 

one much like her mothers’. 

 

Karen would do anything to be as 

unlike her own mother as 

possible. As she was moved from 

town to town, she breezed into 

Jeanie’s world with all the 

carefree assurance of being tall, 

blonde and unafraid to speak her 

mind.  Was she for real?  Or was 

all that bravado just an act to 

cover up a deeper side of pain 

and frustration?

Victoria was the golden child of 

her school.  The popular princess, 

dating the school hero and 

completely assured of her place 

in the vicious pecking order of 

high school hierarchy.  Until one 

night an accident and a revelation 

changed her world forever.  

These three mismatched friends 

formed a fast bond that lashed 

them through that last fateful 

year of school and well into 

adulthood.  Together they can 

face anything.  Together they will 

discover that through love and 

loss, marriage and divorce, 

children and even death, the 

strength of their friendship can 

hold them together even as their 

lives are threatening to fall apart.  

I’ve been a writer since I 

could first pick up a crayon 

and ‘draw’ a story on a page. 

Of course my parents were 

convinced that I would 

become a lawyer, since I 

could talk or write my way 

out of any predicament. 

Instead I went on to have a 

large family at an early age 

and write about real life. 

Or at least life as I saw it.

After writing articles for 

newpapers for years, one 

an award winning column, 

I began to turn my attention 

to novels.

Keeping the Women is my 

second full length work of 

fiction. I am currently at 

work on my fourth and fifth.

You can read more about me 

and my silly travels through life 

on my blog:

www.nualareilly.wordpress.com


